PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY®

1875 Connecticut Avenue Northwest Suite 1012 Washington DC 20009
telephone (202) 667-4260 facsimile (202) 667-4201
email psrnatl@psr.org  homepage http://www.psr.org

September 10, 2004

Mr. Michael O. Leavitt Dr. Lester M. Crawford
Administrator Acting Commissioner

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency U.S. Food and Drug Administration
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 5600 Fishers Lane

Washington, DC 20460 Rockville, Maryland 20857

By Fax: 202-501-1450 By Fax: 301-443-3100

Dear Administrator Leavitt and Acting Commissioner Crawford,

As health care providers, we are writing to express our deep concern about the continued
reliance on the toxic pesticide lindane in agriculture and for pharmaceutical purposes, and
to seek your support for a plan to eliminate lindane use in North America.

Lindane is a persistent, bioaccumulative, organochlorine insecticide that has been banned
in 17 countries. The International Agency for Research in Cancer (IARC) and the U.S.
EPA have classified lindane as a possible human carcinogen. Lindane is also a potent
neurotoxicant. Acute exposures may be followed by nausea, dizziness, muscular
weakness, tremors, and seizures, while liver disease and long-term damage to the nervous
system may result from chronic exposures. Occupational exposures are associated with
blood disorders, headaches, convulsions, and reproductive hormone disruption.

As you know, Administrator Whitman and her counterparts in Mexico and Canada
resolved in June 2002 to develop a North American Regional Action Plan for lindane. At
present, all three countries continue to allow pharmaceutical lindane use for pediculosis,
lice, and scabies treatment, and lindane is used as a seed treatment for agricultural crops
in the U.S. and Mexico. A tri-national task force will convene in Montreal this September
to draft the action plan.

Continued use of lindane is problematic from a public health perspective. Lindane-
containing shampoos contaminate drinking water sources and directly expose young
children to this pesticide that can harm their developing brains. Moreover, because
lindane is highly persistent and travels globally via air and water, its continued use in
agriculture poses an exposure risk to people far from the source. Lindane is now one of
the most abundant pesticides in Arctic air and water, and northern indigenous peoples are
exposed through their traditional diets. Lindane residues have also been reported in a
variety of common foods nationwide.



Given the widespread exposure and potential public health risk posed by lindane, along
with the availability of safer, affordable alternatives, we call on you to work with your
counterparts toward the rapid elimination of pharmaceutical, veterinary, and agricultural
lindane uses in North America.

Thank you for your attention to this important public health issue. Please direct any
questions or concerns to Karen Perry at Physicians for Social Responsibility, 202-667-

4260 x249, kperry@psr.org.
Sincerely,

Dr. Kenneth Ambrose, MD
Monmouth, IL

Dr. Dorothy Anderson, MD
Madison, MN

Ms. Charlene Andrews
Salem, OR

Dr. Bruce Barrett, MD
Madison, WI

Dr. Eileen Storey, MD
Burlington, CT

Dr. Emanuel Suter, MD
McLean, VA

Dr. Michael Harbut, MD, MPH
Royal Oak, Ml

Dr. Wes Wallace, MD
Chapel Hill, NC

Dr. Mardia Stone, MD
New York, NY

Dr. Siobhan McNally, MD
Lenox, MA

Mrs. Patricia Hinkley
Redding, CT

Dr. Richard Slosberg, MD
Claremont, NH

Dr. Richard Newcomb, MD
Portage, IN

Dr. Jordan Rinker, MD, MPH
Corte Madera, CA

Dr. Irvin Godofsky, MD
Manhattan Beach, CA

Dr. Lewis Patrie, MD, MPH
Asheville, NC

Dr. Robert Gould, MD
San Francisco, CA

Mr. JB Ferguson, BS
Grand Junction, CO

Mr. Daryl Smith
Las Cruces, NM

Dr. Cathey Falvo, MD
Yonkers, NY

Ms. Neha Patel
Portland, OR

Dr. Joseph Duerksen, MD
Shawnee Mission, KS



Dr. Douglas Hadley, MD
Mill Valley, CA

Dr. Cary Bjork, MD
Marquette, Ml

Dr. Jon Rosenblatt, MD
Rochester, MN

Dr. Edward White, MD
Damariscotta, ME

Mrs. Maria-Lourdes Caparas
Springfield, VA

Dr. George Hauser, PhD
Auburndale, MA

Dr. Peter Tishler, MD
Plymouth, MA

Dr. Carla Campbell, MD
Philadelphia, PA

Dr. Robert Vestal, MD
Boise, ID

Dr. Paul Manganiello, MD
Norwich, VT

Dr. Erica Frank, MD
Atlanta, GA

Dr. Carol Langford, MD
Duxbury, MA

Dr. Shyam Bhakta, MD
Cleveland Heights, OH

Dr. Peter Wilk, MD
Sebago, ME

Dr. Kathryn Williams, MD
Orinda, CA

Jim and Virginia Wagner
Westerville, OH

Dr. David Wallinga, MD
Minneapolis, MN

Dr. Susan Terris, MD, PhD
Red Bank, NJ

Dr. Laszlo Trazkovich, MD
Reisterstown, MD

Dr. Jim Trombold, MD
Mercer Island, WA

Dr. Robert B. Stone, MD
Yountville, CA

Dr. Renee Stringham, MD
Salem, OR

Dr. W. Jape Taylor, MD
Gainesville, FL

Dr. Abbey Strauss, MD
Boca Raton, FL

Ms. Sheryl Scott, MPH
Durham, NC

Mrs. Sandra Shapiro
Studio City, CA

Dr. Margaret Schweri, MD
Macon, GA

Dr. Don Richardson, MD
Brevard, NC

Dr. Kenneth Popio, MD
Chapel Hill, NC

Dr. Richard Peters, MD
Palo Alto, CA



Dr. Elizabeth DeNiro, MD
Mead, WA

Dr. Lawrence Plumlee, MD
Dallas, TX

Ms. Molly Oberbillig
Olympia, WA

Dr. Richard Ohrbach, PhD, DDS
Getzville, NY

Mr. James Oliver
Gaithersburg, MD

Dr. Ann Marie Nehme, MD, MPH
Beverly, MA

Dr. Patrick Meyer, MD
Janesville, WI

Ms. Margaret O'Malley, RN
Gloucester, MA

Dr. Maureen McCue, MD, PhD
Oxford, 1A

Dr. William Manteris, BS, DMD, MALS
Wexford, PA

Dr. Martin Lorin, MD
Houston, TX

Dr. John McNulty, MD
Longboat Key, FL

Mr. Anton Levandowsky, MPH, MA
Seattle, WA

Mrs. Denise Martini, M.Ed
Las Vegas, NV

Mrs. Marion Kundiger, MS
Manhattan, KS

Dr. David Knutzen, MD
Waunakee, WI

Ms. Marilyn Jasper
Loomis, CA

Dr. Thomas Jeffries, MD
Raleigh, NC

Dr. Roy Korn, Jr., MD
Middleburgh, NY

Mr. Albert Huebner, MA
Canoga Park, CA

Dr. Bruce Kenney, MD
Yarmouth, ME

Dr. H. lvor Jones, MD
Baltimore, MD

Dr. David Hall, MD
Seattle, WA

Dr. Frederick Goodrich Jr., MD
Medford, OR

Dr. Ivan Gendzel, MD
Palo Alto, CA

Mr. Harry Gewanter, MD
Richmond, VA

Dr. Jimmy Hara, MD
Woodland Hills, CA

Dr. Catherine Egan, MD
Washington, DC

Dr. Lawrence D. Egbert, MD
Baltimore, MD

Mrs. Ginny Darvill
Mount Vernon, WA



Mr. Wilbur DeHart, ScD
Dexter, Ml

Dr. Betty Carlisle, MD
South Bend, WA

Dr. Margaret Craven, MD
Voorheesville, NY

Dr. Thomas, MD
Hartford, CT

Dr. Morris Barnert, MD
Palos Verdes Estates, CA

Dr. Peter Bennett, MD
Langley, WA

Ms. Michelle Chuk, MPH
Washington, DC

Mr. Nishant Shah, MD
Atlanta, GA

Dr. Marian Craighill, MD
Cambridge, MA

Dr. Daniel Wolk, MD
Narberth, PA

Dr. Eric Ossowski, MD
Scottsdale, AZ

Ms. Jennifer Liebreich, MPH
Takoma Park, MD

Dr. Sara Gibson, MD
Flagstaff, AZ

Dr. Bennie Fore, MD
Austin, TX

Mrs. Karen Ahern
Bainbridge Island, WA

Dr. Richard Kanner, MD
Salt Lake City, UT

Ms. Anne Hoff, RN, CPNP, MSN
Berkeley, CA

Dr. William Cumming, MD
Gainesville, FL

Dr. Rachel Rubin, MD MPH
Chicago, IL

Dr. Susan Koger, PhD
Salem, OR

Dr. Lorne Garrettson, MD
Sandy Spring, MD

Ms. Rhonda Rungsitiyakorn, RN
San Francisco, CA

Mrs. Betty Smay, BA
Arroyo Grande, CA

Dr. John Scoles, MD
Los Angeles, CA

Dr. Anagha Jain, MD
Sunnyvale, CA

Dr. Carl Shy, MD, DrPH
Efland, NC

Miss Stephanie Mertens
Red Bud, IL

Dr. Amy Forsee, MD
Knoxville, TN

Ms. MaryJohn VanderLoop
Ladysmith, WI

Dr. Mha Atma S Khalsa, MD
Los Angeles, CA



Mr. Harland Gibson
Carmichael, CA

Dr. Barbara Bernard, MD
Front Royal, VA

Dr. Jeffrey Greiff, MD
Plantation, FL

Ms. Tara Kamath
Santa Monica, CA

Dr. Stuart Cohn, MD
Zirconia, NC

Dr. Leonard Fisher, MD, MS
Los Angeles, CA

Ms. Joan Friedland, PhD
Cincinnati, OH

Dr. Eric Goren, MD
Colton, CA

Dr. Michele Sinn, MD
Charlotte, NC

Dr. Anne Kaufhold, MD
San Diego, CA

Mr. Christopher Oleskey, MD, MPH
New York, NY

Ms. Barbara Davidson
lowa City, IA

Ms. Bebe Michels, BA
Woodland Hills, CA

Dr. Steven Freedman, MD
Martinez, CA

Mr. Lawrence Krantz
Bemidji, MN

Dr. Vincent Silenzio, MD, MPH

Rochester, NY

Dr. Bernard Coleman, MD
Asheville, NC

Dr. Laura Helfman, MD
Coalmont, TN

Dr. Stephen Ratcliffe, MD, MPH

Lancaster, PA

Mr. Stephen Tibbetts
Brunswick, ME

Dr. Diane Pittman, MD
Bemidji, MN

Dr. Rima Laibow, MD
Croton On Hudson, NY

Dr. John Snyder
New York, NY

Ms. Myrna Castaline
Boulder, CO

Ms. Diane de Lara
Berkeley, CA

Dr. Martin Valentine, MD
Pikesville, MD

Dr. Ronald Low, MD
Staten Island, NY

Dr. John Starr, MD
Roanoke, VA

Dr. Marc Futernick, MD
Sherman Oaks, CA

Dr. David Saperia, MD
Santa Monica, CA



Dr. Alicia Cunningham, MD, MPH

Brookline, MA

Dr. Cindy Parker, MD, MPH
Baltimore, MD

Dr. John Dinger, MD
Duncansville, PA

Dr. Renee Nilan, MD
Saginaw, Ml

Dr. Felix Aguilar, MD, MPH
Long Beach, CA

Ms. Susan Allison
Boxborough, MA

Ms. Julianne Vollmer, MS
Santa Fe, NM

Dr. Reid Hartmann, MD
Cincinnati, OH

Mrs. Kathleen Morris
Columbus, OH

Dr. Therese Dowd, PhD, MPH
Akron, OH

Mr. Larry Lyons, MSW
Burbank, CA

Dr. Kent Bransford, MD
Carmel, CA

Ms. Toby Brown
Asheville, NC

Ms. Jenny Orr
West Paris, ME

Mrs. Robyn Gilden, RN, MS
Eldersburg, MD

Dr. Ross Miller, MD
Portland, OR

Mrs. Gail Payne
Huntington, NY

Mrs. Marie Jankovic-Salongcong, A.S.

Montara, CA

Mr. Ryan Milley, BSN
Portland, OR

Dr. Gregory Palermo, MD
Plainfield, NJ

Ms. Deborah Sweatt
Fayetteville, AR

Dr. Naomi Rabinowitz, MD
New York, NY

Mr. Roy Harrington
Erath, LA

Ms. Ginny Dudek
Durham, NC

Ms. Susan Nelson, RN
Sioux Falls, SD

Ms. Jenny Levy, MA Candidate

Washington, DC

Mr. Howard Woo
Los Angeles, CA

Dr. Alan Lockwood, MD
Buffalo, NY

Mr. Warren Imhof
Austin, TX

Dr. Harriet S Meyer, MD
Wilmette, IL



Dr. Ron Saff, MD
Tallahassee, FL

Dr. Sharon Stechna, MD
Brooklyn, NY

Mr. Glenn M. Busset
Manhattan, KS

Dr. Anthony DeRiggi, MD
Sacramento, CA

Dr. Harvey Sparks Jr., MD
Perry, Ml

Dr. John Cobb, MD, MPH
Albuguerque, NM

Mrs. Timaree Bierle-Dodds
West Roxbury, MA

Ms. Jacqueline Huck
Seattle, WA

Dr. Richard D. Glasgow, MD
Birmingham, AL

Dr. Steven Herwig, MD
West Des Moines, 1A

Ms. Tracey Clark
Seattle, WA

Ms. Marie Webster, BSN
Cortlandt Manor, NY

Ms. Mary Turyk, MPH
Downers Grove, IL

Ms. Georgia Monsen, MA
Seattle, WA

Dr. Lucille Osterweil, PhD
Berkeley, CA

Dr. Sarah Buttrey, MD
Austin, TX

Dr. Ann Behrmann, MD
Madison, WI

Dr. Louis Borgenicht, MD
Salt Lake City, UT

Dr. Robert Lawrence, MD
Baltimore, MD

Dr. Martin Jones, MD
Eugene, OR

Dr. Harry Wang, MD
Sacramento, CA

Mr. Larry Meistrich
Edgewater, NJ

Dr. Kathleen Fagan, MD, MPH
Cleveland Heights, OH

Ms. Brenda Afzal, MSN
Ellicott City, MD

Mrs. Kathleen Jones, BSN
Portland, OR

Dr. Daniel Pomerantz, MD
New Rochelle, NY

Ms. Cathleen Weston
Hauser, ID

Dr. Renee Galliher, MD
Logan, UT

Dr. Michael Harris, MD
San Rafael, CA

Dr. Indra Frank, MD
Indianapolis, IN



Mrs. Larissa Melton
Chicago, IL

Dr. Sharon Sugarman, MD
Annapolis, MD

Miss Lucy Wilson, BSN
Somerville, MA

Dr. Craig Leman, MD
Corvallis, OR

Dr. Jeffrey Jensen, MD, MPH

Portland, OR

Dr. Burton Lazar, MD
Portland, OR

Dr. Claudia Martin, MD
Portland, OR

Ms. Sheila Dixon
Dallas, TX

Dr. Warren Sherman, MD
New York, NY

Ms. Naomi Feiman
Baltimore, MD

Mr. Lee Imhof
Albuquerque, NM

Dr. James Hatcher, MD
Milledgeville, GA

Dr. Robert Oneal, MD
Ann Arbor, Ml

Ms. Rebecca Clouse, BSN
Annapolis, MD

Ms. Lorraine Yakush
Trumbull, CT

Mr. Ronald Galbavy
Agoura Hills, CA

Dr. Gordon W. Gritter, MD
Avila Beach, CA

Dr. David Adams, MD
Yarmouth, ME

Dr. Arthur Strauss, MD
Irvine, CA

Dr. Natasha Marston, MD, BS
Santa Barbara, CA

Mr. Greg Perkins
Long Beach, CA

Dr. Judith Broder, MD
Studio City, CA

Dr. Erica Elliott, MD
Santa Fe, NM

Dr. Laura Fox, MD
Los Angeles, CA

Ms. Luz Chacon
Los Angeles, CA

Ms. Jill Suhy, BSN
Portland, OR

Bill & Marilyn VVoorhies
West Tremont, ME

Mr. Justin Bishop, BSN
Baltimore, MD

Ms. Donna West, MPH
Petaluma, CA

Miss Mary Ann Kruse, BSN
Bend, OR



Mr. Richard Deertrack
Taos, NM

Dr. Carol E. Fletcher, PhD
Ann Arbor, Ml

Dr. Misha Askewn, MD
Los Angeles, CA

Ms. Karen Perry
Cass City, Ml

Mr. Fred Lavy, BA, M.T.
Harrisonburg, VA

Dr. Laura Anderko, MD
Whitefish Bay, WI

Dr. Laurence Kendall, MD
Revere, MA

Ms. Gladys Schmitz
Mankato, MN

Dr. Herbert Wilson, MD
Bismarck, ND

Mrs. Juanita Carl
Saint Louis, MO

Ms. Genevieve Windsor
Talent, OR

Ms. Susan Lavelle
Penngrove, CA

Dr. Yossef Aelony, MD
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA

Mrs. Gail McAdoo
Galveston, TX

Mr. Guy Deutschman
New Brighton, MN

Ms. Barbara Saiff
Destin, FL

Dr. Joseph Snow, MD
Concord, NH

Dr. Roslyn Chosak, MD
Woodbridge, CT

Dr. Carol Krohm, MD
Harvard, IL

Dr. Mary Harte, MD
Berkeley, CA

Mr. Andrew Reed, MSN
Eau Claire, WI

Dr. Indi Trehan, MD, MPH
Cincinnati, OH

Ms. Courtney Lemmon, MPH
Westport, CT

Dr. Michael Jeffries, MD
Missoula, MT

Dr. Binit Shah, MD
Akron, OH

Ms. Linette Schreiber
Upper Darby, PA

Dr. Darlene Townsend, MD
Spokane, WA

Mrs. Ann Lufkin
Hayward, WI

Ms. Maura Buckley
Indianapolis, IN

Mrs. Marguerite Bigler, RN
Salt Lake City, UT



Mr. Larry Lambeth
Springfield, MO

Miss Heidi Smith
South Easton, MA

Mr. J.C. Ward
Birmingham, AL

Mr. Michael Otto
Saint Clair Shores, Ml

Mr. JC Bower
Sumner, WA

Mr. Maurice Rice
Cuyahoga Falls, OH

Ms. Jennifer Lindner
Minneapolis, MN

Dr. Sarah Edmonds, MD
Prescott, AZ

Dr. Rob Hemmick, MD
Saint Petersburg, FL

Mrs. Clarice McWilliams
Dallas, TX

Mr. Kevin Nelson
Salt Lake City, UT

Mrs. Judy Mathis
Bradenton, FL

Ms. Esther B. Wolf
Seattle, WA

Mr. Michael Mehlman
New York, NY

Mr. G. Trubow
Lombard, IL

Ms. Lorraine Poor
Boise, ID

Mrs. Leona Foreman
Fort Madison, 1A

Ms. Jackie Wright
Kamuela, HI

Ms. Cheryl O'Leary
Ava, MO

Mr. Robert Whippo
Chicago, IL

Mr. Roger Merritt
Watertown, MA

Mr. Daniel Sullivan
Cincinnati, OH

Mr. Tim Hibbs
Colorado Springs, CO

Mr. Lloyd Downs
Magalia, CA

Ms. Ursula Szypryt
Parlin, NJ

Mrs. Violetta Belvill
Port Townsend, WA

Mrs. Julie Pihl
Hicksville, NY

Dr. Richard Baldwin, MD
Jersey Shore, PA

Ms. Karen Donnelly
Spokane, WA

Ms. Nancy Shukaitis
East Stroudsburg, PA



Don & Roberta Thurstin-Timmerman

Park Falls, WI

Ms. Georgia Guida
Brooklyn, NY

Ms. Marie Overall
Salt Lake City, UT

Mrs. Beverly Mann
Cocoa Beach, FL

Dr. Celeste Royce, MD
Santa Barbara, CA

Mr. Jody Powell
Bend, OR

Mrs. Carol Wise-Littrell
Novato, CA

Miss Wendy Dunn
Sarasota, FL

Mr. John F. Chapman
Jackson, WY

Ms. Jodi O'Hara
Nashville, TN

Dr. Todd Walker, MD
South Milwaukee, WI

Mrs. Karen Young
Mogadore, OH

Ms. Frances McGuire
Ronkonkoma, NY

Dr. James Nickel, MD
Moline, IL

Mr. Philip Milgrom
Warren, MA

Mrs. Barbar Percival
Garden City, KS

Ms. Debrah Roemisch
Fort Wayne, IN

Mr. Michael Toobert
Grass Valley, CA

Mr. Carl Topke
Tampa, FL

Mrs. Elaine Brown
Dickson, TN

Miss Carla Loosier
Atlanta, GA

Mrs. Pat Medeiros
Taunton, MA

Ms. Melva Marsha Powell
Philadelphia, PA

Mrs. Mary Koors
Tipton, IN

Dr. Jessica Fielden, MD
Oakland, CA

Ms. Gloria Keller
The Dalles, OR

Mr. Karl Kilgren
Lawrence, KS

Dr. Christine Asher, MD
Clarksville, TN

Dr. Kelly Orringer, MD
Ann Arbor, Ml

Mr. Steve Longo
Bethpage, NY



Dr. Ivan Rarick, MD
Carmichael, CA

Dr. Stacey Raffety, MD
Tigard, OR

Mr. Gordon Secker
Sharon Springs, NY

Mrs. Linda Hoyt
Saint Louis, MO

Dr. John McWilliams, MD

Dallas, TX

Dr. David Ames, MD
Greenville, NC

Mr. Josh Rosen
Brevard, NC

Mr. Gary Harrold
Aptos, CA

Mr. John Riccio
Naples, FL

Dr. Larry Derbes, MD
Waikoloa, HI

Ms. Beverly Zimmerman
Branford, CT

Ms. Carol George
Raleigh, NC

Mrs. Jan Pizzo
Bend, OR

Ms. Jean Harmon
Neskowin, OR

Ms. Chalandra Robinson
Houston, TX

Mrs. Rita Tobachnik
Yonkers, NY

Dr. Louis Borgenicht, MD
Salt Lake City, UT

Dr. Alfred E. Peterson, MD
Binghamton, NY

Dr. Jeoffry Gordon, MD
San Diego, CA

Rev. D. A. Reeves
New Orleans, LA

Dr. Sean McCloy, MD
Portland, ME

Dr. Nikitas Zervanos, MD
Lancaster, PA

Ms. Irene Bunin
Sandwich, MA

Dr. Don Gentry, MD
Corpus Christi, TX

Dr. Stephen Rovno, MD
Camp Connell, CA

Ms. Johnna Edmunds,MSN, FNP
Petaluma, CA

Ms. Nancy Hirschfeld
Slidell, LA

Mr. Bill Murawski
New York, NY

Dr. Thomas McLoughlin, MD
Naples, FL

Dr. Robert Resnik, MD
Bethesda, MD



Dr. James Metzger, MD
Williamsville, NY

Mrs. Sandra Page Mitchell, MA
Beverly Hills, CA

Dr. R. Ed Myer, MD
Seattle, WA

Ms. Kelli Ruckman
Elko, NV

Dr. Jeffrey Patterson, MD
Madison, WI

Mr. David Elliott
Fresno, CA

Mr. Kendall Clevenger
Cass Lake, MN

Ms. Debra Seeley
lowa City, 1A

Ms. Marcela O'Brien
Portland, OR

CC:  Luke Trip, Lindane Task Force, CEC

Dr. Henry D'Silva, MD
Newtown, PA

Ms. T Bauguess
Santa Clara, CA

Dr. Carolyn Shettler, MD
Dearborn, Ml

Mrs. Antoinette Gilchrist
Minneapolis, MN

Dr. Catherine Thomasson, MD
Portland, OR

Ms. Oluwatoyin Mixon
Long Beach, CA

Ms. Mimi Swensen
Laurence Harbor, NJ

Dr. John Wesley, MD
Vernon Hills, IL

Ms. Britta Gustavson, BA
Ann Arbor, Ml

Keith Chanon, Office of Pesticide Programs, USEPA
Kimberly Nesci, Office of Pesticide Programs, USEPA

Abigail Jacobs, CDER/FDA



